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This main floor bathroom
is simple, yet luxurious.
The dark granite-topped
vanity with out-of-the-
way wall taps adds a
handsome contrast to the
light subway-tiled walls.

continued on page 30
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r et L'x;1m|‘a|c ofa contemporary Arts and
Crafts N@Ine sits on the shores of Georgian Bay
near Thagabury. The owners are true believ
ers in tak g che time to do it right and chose
a builder whse philosophy matched theirs—
Doug Abott of Village Builders in Creemore,
Abbott’s clients, a soon-to-be retired,
urban couple with three grown children,
vacationed for nine years in a cotrage on the
site before the time was right to bulldoze and
start afresh on the home of their dreams.

“We met about a year before construction
started to discuss the project in a sort of meet and
greet,” Abbott remembers. “They were more
concerned about quality than anything else.”
The owners have nothing but praise for
Abbott and the process that created the stun
ning home. \"l”:lgc Builders, in business for 26
years, was one of two com panies bidding on
the project.

The owners asked Paul Roth of Roth
Knibb Architects Inc., of Toronto, to design
the home before handing the drawings to
Abbott at Village Builders.

Interior Designer Marylyn Joel, of Coll
ingwood, helped fine-tune the floor plan and
select the interior Ht}'|c.

The feel inside the 4,000 sq. fr. home is
calm and serene, a testament to the aesthetic
qualities, which come from the use of natural
materials throughout.

The outside walls of the four-bedroom
home were constructed using insulated con
crete forms (ICF), a technology Abbott has
been using in many of his homes for 12 years.

LEFT: Clean lines and “For : TR TR ok i
muted grey cabinetry Or 4 nominal increase in cost you get a home

anbisnce the beauty ;:r‘: that is sound-proof and super-insulated. The
which includes a stainless technology will save you a lot of money on
:;;*Lﬁ:‘;:“ﬁ::;_"‘:ﬁ‘ your heating and cooling costs,” he says.

the lighting was.custom- The focal point of the home is the large

T:,?,?.,"é::ﬂ;::sa;ﬁx open-concept kitchen and great room. The

THIS PAGE: This stairway large family room features cathedral ceilings
Lg:ddr:;;:?"::' !fi::"d \ with exposed Douglas fir beams construcred

from the top landing . continued on page 32
down Into the great room
Is spectacular.
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This custem dining
set was made with
large gatherings

in mind. There's
even more seating
along the banquette
where sunsets are
a big attraction.
continued on page 34
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by Abbott in a V-shaped formation. The mahogany stain is
used on Abbott's exceprional millwork throughout the home.
A breathtaking floor-to ceiling lireplace, running the length of
the room, was built using ledge rock from Wiarton and holds
the roof in place

An embellished archway separates the kitchen and family
oo, l..'l'l!'i'l.'lril'l_'_!| H 1'1.![un|| |.|1.'H.'l.' hl..'l."n-"n-'L'L'l"I. 1|'|L' W0 rdIms.

The sleek custom kitchen, expertly crafted by Nottawa
Kitchens, lics to the left of the family room and provides an
airy, elegant yet informal space to cook and entertain. A long
casual, granite-topped island separates the kitchen from the
eating area, which features a dining table made especially
for the family by Charles Davies Custom Fine Furniture
in Meaford.

Inspired by a picrure of a pioneer Sawbuck table, Davies
reworked the design and construction to mesh with the clients’
tastes and their need for a high-use dining rable. The table and
chairs are made of solid quarter sawn white oak and custom
stained with a mix of brown-black. Davies used the same wood
to craft five Japanese-style bar stools for the island.

A cushioned banquette stretching beneath a wall of win

anr h ame = fTall Soq o

b v, tnf water,

L

dows o L*r]unl-.'inu the outdoor terrace provides addirional
seating for a |L'li"'-'L gathering. At a recent celebration, more
than 20 people g athered .1in|1'., the banquette

The muted colour palette, from Desiron of Thornbury,
blends seamlessly into the natural setting of the home.

“The selection of earthy relaxing colours seemed obvious
and brought a wonderful sense of the outdoors inside,” Joel
uxlejn».

The exterior ol the home is finished in Maibec siding
painted dark grey. The trim around the Loewen windows is
painted cranberry red. The roof is capped using EnviroShake
recycled rubber, which looks just like weathered cedar
shakes. It is more expensivie but Abbort says it won't absorh
water and is J.l_LL;Lr.LnI:u::d to last 50 years,

Abbotr says it took 14 months to build the home, compler
ed in June of this year, with no major roadblocks to overcome,
although truckloads of fill were needed to stabilize the
ground before construction started,

“When we start a home, we stay until it's finished,” he
“I use the same trades for cach home | build to maintain
the L[u.l.|it}' the client demands.”
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